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ANTONY WILLIAM ALUMKAL
Iliff School of Theology
2201 E Iliff Ave
Denver, CO 80210
(303) 765-3131
Email: aalumkal@iliff.edu

Education

Ph.D. in Sociology. Princeton University. June 2000.
Dissertation: Ethnicity, Assimilation, and Racial Formation in Asian American Evangelical Churches: A Case Study of a Chinese American and a Korean American Congregation.
Committee Chair: Robert Wuthnow

M.A. in Sociology. Princeton University. January 1994.
General Examination Areas: Religion, Race, and Culture.
    
B.A. in Sociology with Honors. University of California at Berkeley. May 1991.


Employment

Associate Professor of Sociology of Religion. Iliff School of Theology. June 2008-Present.

Assistant Professor of Sociology of Religion. Iliff School of Theology.  September 1999-May 2008.

Adjunct Lecturer of Sociology. University of Pennsylvania. Winter 1995 and winter 1996. 


Major Publications

Paranoid Science: The Christian Right’s War on Reality. (New York: New York University Press, 2017).

“Racial Justice in the Protestant Mainline: Liberalism and Its Limits.” Pp. 275-298 in Faith and Race in American Political Life, edited by Robin Jacobson and Nancy Wadsworth.  (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2012). 

“Analyzing Race in Asian American Congregations.” Sociology of Religion 68 (Summer 2008):151-167.

“American Evangelicalism in the Post-Civil Rights Era: A Racial Formation Theory Analysis.” Sociology of Religion 65 (Fall 2004):195-213.

Asian American Evangelical Churches: Race, Ethnicity, and Assimilation in the Second Generation. (New York: LFB Scholarly Publishing, 2003).

“Scandal of the ‘Model Minority’ Mind?: The Bible and Second-Generation Asian American Evangelicals.” Semeia 90/91 (2002):237-250. 
	
“Being Korean, Being Christian: Particularism and Universalism in a Second-Generation Congregation.” Pp. 181-191 in Korean Americans and Their Religions: Pilgrims and Missionaries from a Different Shore, edited by Ho-Youn Kwon, Kwang Chung Kim, and R. Stephen Warner. (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001).

“Preserving Patriarchy: Assimilation, Gender Norms, and Second-Generation Korean American Evangelicals.” Qualitative Sociology 22 (Summer 1999):124-140.

“Small Groups in a Campus Ministry: Shaping the Future.” Pp. 251-274 in “I Come Away Stronger”: How Small Groups Are Shaping American Religion, edited by Robert Wuthnow. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1994).


Minor Publications

“Why John Shelby Spong Was Not a Progressive Christian Voice.” February 9, 2022. Broadview. 

“A Climate Change Denier’s Perfect Storm.” New York University Press Blog. October 16, 2017.

“Don’t Bring a Test Tube to a Gun Fight.” New York University Press Blog. April 19, 2017.

“Baseball, Hotdogs, Apple Pie, and Alternative Facts.” New York University Press Blog. February 7, 2017.


Paper Presentations

“Why Marcus Borg Was Not a Progressive Christian: Reimagining the Progressive Christianity Movement.” Christian Left Conference, Toronto, Canada. July 2021.

“Our Way or a Brave New World: The Christian Right’s Bioethics Agenda.” Association for the Sociology of Religion, Seattle, WA. August 2016.

“Strategic Frame Ambivalence: Intelligent Design and Reparative Therapy Navigate the Worlds of Religion and Science.” American Sociological Association, Denver, CO. August 2012. 

“The Paranoid War on Darwinism: Intelligent Design, Gender, and Sexuality.” Association for the Sociology of Religion, Atlanta, GA. August 2010. 

“Managing the Boundary between Religion and Science: Evangelicals on Intelligent Design and Reparative Therapy.” Association for the Sociology of Religion, San Francisco, CA. August 2009.

“Expanding Racial Analysis in Asian Pacific American Religious Studies.” Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative, Pacific School of Religion. August 2008.

“Racial Justice in the Protestant Mainline: Liberalism and its Limits.” Association for the Sociology of Religion. New York, NY. August 2007.

“Evangelical Alternative Science: Parallels between Intelligent Design Theory and Reparative Therapy of Homosexuality.” Association for the Sociology of Religion. Montreal, Canada. August 2006.

“The Use of Science in the American Evangelical Anti-Homosexuality Literature.” Religion and Politics in America Conference. Metropolitan State College. October 2005.

“Analyzing Race in Asian American Religious Communities: A Methodological Framework.” Association for the Sociology of Religion. Philadelphia, PA. August 2005.

“Science and the Liberal versus Evangelical Debate over Homosexuality.” Association for the Sociology of Religion. San Francisco, CA. August 2004.

“Race in American Evangelicalism: A Racial Formation Perspective.” American Sociological Association. Chicago, IL. August 2002.

“The Protestant Mainline and the ‘Pragmatic Liberal’ Racial Project.” Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative. University of California at Berkeley. August 2002.

“Evangelical Racial Ideology and Asian Americans: A Racial Formation Perspective.” Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative. University of California at Berkeley. August 2001.

“Scandal of the ‘Model Minority’ Mind?: The Bible and Second-Generation Asian American Evangelicals.” Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative. University of California at Santa Barbara. June 2000.

“Scandal of the Asian American Mind?: Evangelical Theology among Second-Generation Korean Americans.” Korean and Korean American Christianity Conference. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. October 1999.



Service to the Academy

Editorial Board of Religions. April 2010 to June 2024.

Session Chair and Respondent. Regional American Academy of Religion Conference. March 25, 2022. 

Book review of The Gospel of Climate Skepticism: Why Evangelicals Oppose Action on Climate Change by Robin Globus Veldman. Reports of the National Center for Science Education (Summer 2020). 

Reviewed article submission for Sociology of Religion. August 2019.

Book review of Religion vs. Science: What Religious People Really Think by Elaine Howard Ecklund and Christopher P. Scheitle. Sociology of Religion (Summer 2019).

Reviewed article submission for the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. May 2018.

Reviewed article submission for Sociology of Religion. July 2016.

Reviewed article submission for Sociology of Religion. October 2013.

External reviewer for faculty appointment, University of California at Berkeley, Department of Ethnic Studies.  December 2012. 

Author meets critic panel member. Association for the Sociology of Religion, Denver, CO. August 2012. 

Reviewed article submission for Sociological Forum. January 2011. 

Reviewed article submission for Sociology of Religion. September 2010.

Reviewed article submission for The Sociological Quarterly. July 2010. 

Reviewed article submission for Sociology of Religion. June 2010.

Served on the selection committee for the Louisville Institute’s First Book Grant for Minority Scholars Program. March 2010. 

Reviewed article submission for Sociology of Religion. November 2009.

Reviewed book manuscript for New York University Press, January 2009.

Associate Editor. Sociology of Religion. August 2006 to August 2008. 

Reviewed book manuscript for New York University Press. June 2008.

Reviewed dissertation for AAR/Oxford University Press. April 2005.

Reviewed article submission for Qualitative Sociology. September 2004.

Reviewed article submission for Sociological Forum. August 2002. 

Book review of Chinese Christians in America by Fenggang Yang. Journal of the American Academy of Religion 69 (Summer 2001).

Research consultant for the Asian Pacific Americans and Religion Research Initiative. June 1999.  


Professional Memberships

American Sociological Association

Association for the Sociology of Religion


Service to the Church and Community

Dean’s Forum Host Coordinator at St. John’s Cathedral, Denver, CO. August 2021 to Present. 

Interview with The Colorado Times Recorder about Roman Catholic Archbishop Samuel Aquila. August 2025.

Lecture at Saint John’s Cathedral, Denver, CO. “The State of American Christianity.” January 8, 2023.

Discussion about Paranoid Science with The Theological Book Group, Tallahassee, FL. October 13, 2020.

Lecture for Academy for Lifelong Learning, Denver, CO about Paranoid Science. March 11, 2020.

Lecture at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Denver, CO. “Nones and Spiritual but not Religious Americans.” December 9, 2018. 

Lecture at Secular Hub, Denver, CO about Paranoid Science. April 28, 2018.

Lecture at First Plymouth Congregational Church, Denver, CO about Paranoid Science. April 15, 2018.

Lecture at Pride at Windsor Gardens (retirement community), Denver, CO about Paranoid Science. April 13, 2018.

Interview with Healthy Church Leaders about Paranoid Science. September 24, 2017.

Interview on “The Living Well Show” about Paranoid Science. September 21, 2017.

Interview with Religion Dispatches about Paranoid Science, August 3, 2017.

Interview with The Rooster about the religiously non-affiliated. July 6, 2017.

Interview on KPFA in Berkeley, CA about Paranoid Science. June 22. 2017.

Lecture at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Denver, CO. “Medical Aid in Dying: What the Statistics Tell Us.” November 6, 2016.

Lecture for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Denver, October 4, 2016. 

Interview by Colorado Public Radio about trends in church construction. November 11, 2015.

Lecture at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Denver, CO. “The Rise, Fall, and Persistence of the Ex-Gay Movement.” September 27, 2015.

Lecture at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Denver, CO. “The Christian Far Right’s Climate Change Denial Movement.” September 20, 2015.

Guest preacher at Park Hill United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. September 22, 2013.

Lecture at Park Hill United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. “Theological Implications of Evolution.” February 17, 2013.

Guest preacher for Park Hill United Church of Christ at Dayton Place Senior Living. June 3, 2012. 

Interview by 5280 Magazine on religion in the Frontrange. January 9, 2012

Lecture at Park Hill United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. “Popular Progressive Christianity vs. Academic Critics.” November 13, 2011.

Guest preacher at Park Hill United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. June 19, 2011.

Lectures at Christ Church United Methodist, Denver, CO. “Sects, Cults, and New Religions.” January 30 and February 6, 2011. 

Interviewed by students at Thornton High School, Denver, CO. January 18, 2011.

Lectures at Park Hill United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. “Paranoid Science: Intelligent Design and Reparative Therapy.” September 19 and 26, 2010. 

Letter to the editor, The Denver Post. January 15, 2010

Discussion Panel on Open Adoption for Lutheran Family Services of Colorado. January 28, 2010. 

Lecture at Christ Church United Methodist, Denver, CO. “Religion and the New Immigration.” March 15, 2009.

Member of Strategic Planning Committee. Washington Park United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. November 2008 to February 2009.

Member of Growth Committee. Washington Park United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. September 2008 to November 2008.

Panel member for discussion of Who Is My Neighbor? A Faith Conversation on Immigration. October 23, 2008. Iliff School of Theology.

Interviewed for Who Is My Neighbor? A Faith Conversation on Immigration. April 11, 2008.

Member of Stewardship Committee. Washington Park United Church of Christ, Denver, CO. September 2007-August 2008.


Service to the Iliff School of Theology (Post-Tenure)

Pulpit+ Exchange Lecture. “Why Progressive Christianity Isn’t Progressive Enough.” May 1, 2023.

Member of the Joint Ph.D. Committee. Academic year 2016-2017, 2017-2018. Winter and Spring 2022. Academic year 2022-2023.

Member of the Pastoral Care Faculty Search Committee. Academic year 2022-2023.

Member of the Online Degree Team. Winter and Spring 2022.

Chair of the Faculty Personnel Committee. Academic year 2019-2020, Fall 2020.

“Working with Faculty” Student Orienation Session. August 25, 2021.

Member of JDP Ad Hoc Subcommittee on COVID Relief Funds, Fall 2020. 

Member of the Task Force on JDP Faculty Responsiveness. Academic year 2018-2019.

Member of the New Testament/History Search Committee. Academic year 2018-2019

Member of the Accreditation Task Force. Academic year 2018-2019.

Member of the OPF Search Committee. Academic year 2017-2018

Member of the Accreditation Committee.  Academic year 2016-2017, 2017-2018.

Member of Environmental Task Force. Winter to Summer 2017.

Guest lecture for Nurturing Communities of Resistance. Winter 2017.

Member of the Faculty Personnel Committee. Academic years 2008-2009; 2014-2015; 2015-2016.

Faculty Representative to the Board of Trustees. Academic years 2014-2015; 2015-2016.

Faculty Marshall. Academic years 2014-2015; 2015-2016.

Faculty lecture, Iliff Thought Leader Conference. February 13, 2015.

Institutional Review Board Member.  June 2011, March 2012, August 2014.

Interview for Mapping the Terrain online course. May 2012. 

Guest lecture for the Women’s Alliance. “The Paranoid War on Darwinism: Intelligent Design, Gender, and Sexuality.” February 23, 2012. 

Preached at Senior Worship service. May 2011.

Masters Student Recital Evaluator. May 2011 and May 2012.

Panel Convener for Iliff and DU Conference on Religion and Human Trafficking. Spring 2011.

Chair of Curriculum Committee. Fall 2012.

Member of Curriculum Committee. Winter and Spring 2011, academic years 2011-2012, 2012-2013.

Chair of Faculty Personnel Committee. Academic year 2009-2010.

Member of Marketing Working Group. Spring 2008 to 2010.

Member of Salary and Benefits Subcommittee. Academic year 2010-2011.

Lecture for Iliff Days of Lectures. “The Christian Right’s ‘Paranoid Science’ Agenda.” January 23, 2009

Guest lecture of Ethical Perspectives on War and Peace. Winter 2012

Guest lecture for Ethical Analysis and Advocacy. Fall 2010, fall 2011, summer 2012, and fall 2012.

Guest lecture for Multicultural Issues in Theological Education. Winter 2010.

Guest lectures for Race, Class, and Gender. Winter 2010, winter 2011, winter 2012, winter 2013, winter 2015.
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