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- CRT scholars believe that racial inequality is real and noticeable in American society and 

law; because of this, the formal rules and laws that try to create equality aren’t enough 

to address the profound and subtle ways people of color face racism everyday in their 

homes, neighborhoods, work, and social spaces. 

- CRT scholars believe we need to challenge and practices that impose privilege and 

status on certain racialized groups of people (e.g. white people). We need to make 

explicit law’s ability to create and reinforce the conditions of inequality and social 

exclusion. 

- CRT scholars believe that intersectionality exists (a term coined by Dr. Kimberly 

Crenshaw). It challenges the assumption that race in the United States is Black or White.  

Instead, CRT scholars say race isn’t just black and white and that it also works in tandem 

with other identities like gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

status, and the like – all of which affect society, policies, culture, and how people see 

the world.  

- CRT scholars believe that racial justice in the law occurs largely when the interests of 

Whites convene with those of People of Color. This idea of interest convergence was 

first identified by Dr. Derrick Bell.  It is a tool to examine the conditions upon which 

racial justice can be achieved in a multi-racial society.  The premise is that when the 

interests of whites connect with the interests of people of color, then we can work to 

make progress. So when we can frame something has benefiting white communities, 

then we are more likely to achieve our goals around race.   

- CRT scholars promote color consciousness not color blindness. We know race matters 

and we know there are many ways that the law can and should be used to promote 

principles of anti-subordination.             

- CRT scholars believe that lived experience matters. Storytelling and sharing narrative by 

the people who are most impacted by racial inequities and racism is a priority in any 

type of conversation, reform, and so on. Such voices must be centered. 

 


