
Iliff Gathering to Mark the 50th Anniversary of the Assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. (April 4, 2018) 
 
Remarks by Iliff President Rev. Dr. Tom V. Wolfe: 
 
We want to take this moment to formally welcome this portrait of our beloved Dr. Harding to 
Iliff and to this prominent location. 
 
It is a work of art created by Jordan Casteel, a longtime friend of Dr. Harding.  She has a gallery 
located in NYC. 
 
This painting is owned by Iliff alumna Swanee Hunt.  She has chosen that it resides at lliff on a 
long-term semi-permanent loan.  We thank Ambassador Hunt for this generous gift. 
 
My own personal remembrance when I first saw the portrait… 
 
Today, we pause in the midst of our work day and join hundreds of thousands of people who in 
large and small gatherings are remembering Dr. King on this the 50th anniversary of his 
assassination.   
 
Dr. King was in Memphis, TN to join the march in support of that city’s sanitation workers.  He 
was on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel, surrounded by his co-leaders of the Civil Rights 
Movement, when he was killed by an assassin’s bullet.  Today, the Lorraine Motel is the 
location of the National Civil Rights Museum.  It is a symbol for all of us to remember that the 
Civil Rights Movement is not a memory of history, but an active engagement that continues and 
is particularly important in these current days.   
 
Why this day is personal to Iliff: 
 
A year ago today we co-hosted with Riverside Church in NYC and Veterans of Hope, a 50th 
anniversary commemoration of Dr. King’s, Beyond Vietnam” sermon that was delivered from 
the chancel of Riverside Church.  This delivery of this sermon took place exactly one year prior 
to the day of Dr. King’s tragic assassination.   

 
Our own Dr. Vincent Harding, at the invitation of his friend and confidant, Dr. King, wrote the 
draft of that speech.  The content came from their deeply shared conscience that the war in 
Vietnam was immoral and unjust and that the very soul of America was at stake.  The public 
reaction to the speech was swift and severe.  Dr. King was disinvited from the Johnson White 
House.  He was rebuked by fellow civil rights activist.   He was condemned by over 100 major 
newspapers across the country.  Some felt he inflicted a mortal wound to the movement and 
any political support that had been gained on the war on poverty.  

 
 



It has been suggested that the date of Dr. King’s assassination and the date of the speech a year 
earlier, is not a coincidence.  We likely will never know. 

 
Dr. Harding carried this question as a deep burden throughout the rest of his life.  He never 
recanted the speech.  It was for him that tension between a call to speak truth even in the face 
of the potential cost.  We cannot always calculate whether or not to speak even when we know 
how our words will land.  His spirit of building relationships through meaningful dialogue 
remained within his core. 
 
Thus, on this day, it is important that we connect our school’s mission and purpose with the 
beloved memory of Dr. Harding who deepened that mission, and by way of this, feel personally 
the very real gift of Dr. King’s legacy which must live on in all of us.   
 
Caran Ware Joseph is going to read an excerpt of Dr. King’s last speech that was delivered 50 
years ago yesterday at the Mason Temple of God Church of God in Christ in Memphis.  It is 
profoundly prophetic and courageous. 
 
Remember this day.  Know that you share life in a place that has roots in the struggle for 
peace…love…justice. 
 
 
 


